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SUBJ: ONE ISRAELI APPROACH TO THE PALESTINIAN REEUGEE PROBLEM 
REF.: BEIRUT 661 (NOTAL) 

1. IN MAY 31 MEETING WITH GENERAL AVRAHAM TAMIR, DIRECTOR 
OE THE IDE’S PLANNING DIVISION, WE ASKED HOW THE PALESTINIAN 
REFUGEE PROBLEM MIGHT BE SOLVED. TAMIR ARGUED THAT MANY 
REFUGEES IN THE GULE, LEBANON AND ELSEWHERE HAD BEEN ABSORBED 
IN THOSE COUNTRIES AND WOULD THEREEORE NOT BE PART OP THE 
PROBLEM. A SOLUTION POR THE REMAINDER COULD BE POUND IN 
THE AREA ON BOTH SIDES OF THE JORDAN AND IN THE GAZA STRIP. 

THE REFUGEES NOW LIVING ON THE WEST BANK AND GAZA COULD BE 
ABSORBED IN THESE AREAS. WITH THE DEVELOPMENT OF WATER 
RESOURCES, EXPANSION OF THE ECONOMIC BASE, AND CONTINUED 
OPEN BORDERS, UP TO ANOTHER 300,000 PALESTINIANS PROM LEBANON 
AND ELSEWHERE COULD BE SETTLED IN JORDAN AND THE WEST BANK. 
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TAMIR PARRIED QUESTIONS OP WHETHER THE LIKELY RATE OF ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT COULD REALLY SUPPORT A POPULATION INPLUX OP THIS 
SIZE. HE BELIEVED THE JORDAN VALLEY ITSELP WOULD BE ABLE TO TAKE 
IN 100,000 NEW RESIDENTS. SINCE TAMIR AVOIDED THE COMPLICATING 
PACTOR OP JEWISH SETTLEMENT IN THE JORDAN VALLEY, WE PRESUME 
THE MAJOR PART OP ARAB RESETTLEMENT IN THIS AREA WOULD BE ON 
THE EAST BANK SIDE OP THE VALLEY. HE NOTED THAT A POLITICAL 
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SOLUTION FOR THE PALESTINIAN REFUGEES WOULD HAVE TO BE WORKED 
OUT WITH DUE CONSIDERATIONS FOR ISRAEL'S SECURITY NEEDS. IT 
WOULD NOT HELP TO SOLVE THE PROBLEM IN ONE COUNTRY ONLY TO 
SHIET IT TO ANOTHER. 

2. COMMENT: TAMIR'S COMMENTS ON THIS SUBJECT REFLECT ONE OF 
THE FEW TIMES WE HAVE HEARD A SENIOR ISRAELI GOVERNMENT 
OFEICIAL PROVIDE CONCRETE FIGURES EOR THE DISPOSITION OF 
REFUGEES IN THE CONTEXT OF A SETTLEMENT. TAMIR HAS BREN 
IN CHARGE OF GOI POLICY PLANNING FOR THE PEACE PROCESS AND 
BEYOND AND THE SUBJECT OF THE PALESTINIAN REEUGEES IS PRE- 
SUMABLY ONE OF THE SUBJECTS WHICH HAS COME UNDER HIS 
SCRUTINY. ADDRESSEES WILL NOTE THAT HE DISCUSSED THE 
POSSIBILITY OF RESETTLEMENT ONLY IN THE WEST BANK AND JORDAN. 
HIS OMISSION OE A RETURN OE REFUGEES TO PRE-1967 ISRAEL WAS 
NOT INADVERTENT. WE DOUBT THE GOI WOULD ALLOW EORMER GALILEE 
AND JAEFA-RAMLEH RESIDENTS TO RETURN EXCEPT EOR A SMALL 
NUMBER UNDER THE FAMILY REUNION PROGRAM. FROM THE ISRAELI 
PERSPECTIVE, EVEN ASIDE FROM THE SECURITY ARGUMENT, THE WORLD 
THESE REEUGEES LIVED IN AND KNEW NO LONGER EXISTS. LEWIS 
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